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RESPONSE 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 


2003 




This application was filed in the name of William L. Sletten and Duane M. Smith. Duane 
M. Smith assigned his rights to USL Products, Inc. and USL Products, Inc. assigned its rights to 
Miller Manufacturing Company. We represent Miller Manufacturing Company and filed a 
Revocation and Power of Attorney that was accepted by the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office in a document mailed July 15, 2003. 

It is noted that William L. Sletten has not formally assigned this application but Mr. 
Sletten did assign his rights to a subsequent continuation-in-part application filed in the names of 
the same two inventors on December 18, 2002, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/322,877. 
All of the rights in and to the continuation-in-part application are owned by Miller 
Manufacturing Company. 


Regarding the Restriction Requirement, Applicants traverses the rejection on the basis 
that the claims are all drawn to related subject matter, which could be easily searched and 
prosecuted at the same time. However, in the event the Restriction Requirement is maintained, 


Applicants elect claims 1-22 drawn to the container. I notified Mr. Sletten of our intention to 
elect claims 1-22 in a letter to him dated August 25, 2003 and I have received no objection from 
him. 

A Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was submitted in this case on August 
29, 2003. As noted above, a continuation-in-part application has also been filed. Applicants 
elect to continue prosecution of claims 1-22. 


RespectfiiUy submitted, 


MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 


Date:September 22, 2003 



Paul A. Welter 
Reg. No. 20,890 
PAW/PST:jjb 


cc: William L. Sletten 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1 .8: 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, with 
sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on September 22, 2003. 



Name: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 


Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing 
Response 

Request for Extension of Time for three months and fee of $465.00 
Return postcard 


Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additionaj^tjfs o^redit overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



MERCHANT c& GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 

612.332.5300 



Luc 



Name: 
Reg. No.: 20,890 
PAW/PST:jijb/db 
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